
	  

	  

South Australia (Cherry Gardens) Settlement History Time Line 

175 years since proclamation – early history 

1830 Charles Sturt's expedition from New South Wales reached the River Murray mouth. 

1831 
April: Collet Barker surveyed St Vincent Gulf, climbed Mount Lofty and saw the Port River inlet. 
29 October: 1st "plan of a company to be established for the purpose of founding a colony in Southern Australia..." by 
Wakefield. 

1833 27 November: Gouger formed the South Australian Association to found a colony on the principles of Wakefield. 

1834 15 August: South Australia Colonization Act. 

1835 5 May: Board of Colonization Commissioners appointed. 
15 October: South Australian Company formed. 

1836 

January: Free passage scheme for immigrant labourers commenced. 
22, 24 February: 1st migrant ships left England for SA. 
19 February: Letters Patent issued and attached to the 1834 Act to legally create the Province of South Australia and 
define its boundaries. 
February: William Light appointed as Surveyor-General. 
12 April: Pastor ALC Kavel first met with GF Angas in London to initiate arrangements for the emigration of German 
Lutherans from Klemzig & elsewhere to SA. 
The South Australian Gazette and Colonial Register newspaper founded (1st issue published & printed in England 18 
June). 
1st permanent settlers in large numbers arrived at Kangaroo Island on 27, 30 July and 16 August aboard the Duke of 
York, Lady Mary Pelham and John Pirie. 
Light arrived (with other settlers) at KI on 20 August aboard the 
Rapid. 
14 November: 1st settlers arrived on the mainland at Holdfast 
Bay aboard the Africaine (after its 1st arrival at KI). 
Light began his examination of the areas proposed as possibilities 
for the capital of SA. 
20 November: 1st school opened at Kingscote, KI. 
28 December: Governor John Hindmarsh and other European 
settlers arrived aboard the Buffalo (after 1st arrival at Port 
Lincoln) and Hindmarsh proclaimed the Province of SA.	   
Luke and Harriet Broadbent arrive with their family aboard the Buffalo. (eventually they settle in Cherry 
Gardens) 
This began the invasion of the Kaurna tribal lands. There was no treaty nor consultation of any kind. Although the 
aboriginal people's rights and lands were protected by the Letters Patent attached to the 1834 Act, these provisions 
were largely ignored by the province's commissioners, governors and the South Australian Company. George 
Stephenson nominated temporary Protector of Aborigines. 
Colonial Commissioner of Lands Fisher, Secretary Gouger, Treasurer Gilles, Surveyor-General Light and Governor 
Hindmarsh commenced duties. 
31 December: Adelaide and its harbour at Port Creek founded, Light having rejected the alternatives of Encounter Bay 
and Pt Lincoln. 
31 December: Population (excluding aborigines) 546 (estimate). Aboriginal population 12,000 (estimate). 

1837 

John and James Chambers arrived on the Coromandel and immediately established a bullock-drawn carriage 
business for carrying goods and luggage from Holdfast Bay to the newly-chosen site of Adelaide, where he 
bought an acre lot in the first land sale. 
11 January to 10 March: Adelaide surveyed by Light & BT Finniss. 
Isaac and Elizabeth Jacobs arrive in South Australia on the John Renwick and lived for a short time on the 
banks of the Torrens. On March 14th Henry Jacobs born. 
Henry Field came from Kent, England, and he had sailed with his wife and daughter on the “John Renwick”, 
arriving in February 1837. They later settled in Cherry Gardens. 
27 March: Adelaide land sale commenced. 
Supreme Court established. 
3 June: 2nd issue (1st in SA) of the SA Gazette & Colonial Register printed. 
16 October: 1st German Lutheran settlers arrived aboard the Solway. 
31 December: Population (excluding aborigines) 3,270 (estimate). 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/barker-collet-1740
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gouger-robert-2109
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/resources/transcripts/sa1_doc_1834.pdf
http://www.historysouthaustralia.net/Comrs.htm
http://www.historysouthaustralia.net/Comrs.htm
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/kavel-august-ludwig-christian-2287
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2052326
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2052326
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hindmarsh-sir-john-1315
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2052334
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e6/Charles_Hill_The_Proclamation_of_South_Australia_1836.jpg


	  

	  

1838 

Cherry Gardens discovered. Edward Burgess, Henry Field, Isaac 
Jacobs walk from Happy Valley looking for fodder and find the 
district. 
Isaac Jacobs and Henry Field along with their families move to 
Cherry Gardens and start clearing the land to grow wheat and 
potatoes. 
Light resigned. Governor George Gawler commenced duties.  
SA Police Force established (1st in Australia). 
Sir John Jeffcott, Chief Justice, proclaimed Aborigines to be British 
subjects (without consultation of any kind). 
1st export (wool). 
18 November: 1st of Kavel's Lutheran settlers, financed by Angas, 
arrived aboard the Prince George. 
1st livestock brought from NSW. 
31 December: Population (excluding aborigines) 6,000 (estimate).  

1839 

Adelaide Chamber of Commerce founded (1st in Australasia). SA Agricultural Soc formed. 
A school for Aboriginal children was opened by Lutheran missionaries. 
German settlers established their village of Klemzig SA. Some, with assistance from the Zebra captain, DM Hahn, 
established the village of Hahndorf in the Adelaide Hills. 
Smallpox vaccination began. 
6 October: William Light died of Tuberculosis. 
31 December: Population (excluding aborigines) 10,300 (estimate). 

1840 

Joseph Boothey, Joseph Middleton, Mr and Mrs John White and 
Mr and Mrs John Chambers settle in Cherry Gardens. 
Adelaide to Port Adelaide road completed October.  
City of Adelaide council elected October (1st in Australia), mayor 
James Hurtle Fisher. 
Free passage immigration scheme ceased December due to lack of 
funds. 
Total cultivated land 1,013 ha. Livestock: 959 horses; 16,050 cattle; 
166,800 sheep. 

1841 

Population (excluding aborigines) 15,440 at early January (only SA census with surviving details). 
Governor George Grey commenced duties. 
Edward John Eyre crossed from Fowlers Bay to Albany, Western Australia. 
Glen Osmond Wheal Gawler silver, lead mine opened (1st metal mine in Australia). 
SA Savings Bank opened (wound up 1847). Adelaide Hospital opened. 
Total cultivated land 2,720 ha. 

1842 

Luke Broadbent and family are now living in 
Cherry Gardens in Broadbent Gully (just below 
the site of the Cherry Gardens Memorial Hall).  
Copper discovered at Kapunda (mining commenced 
1844) by Francis Stacker Dutton who later became 
Premier of SA (1863 & 1865). 
Total cultivated land 8,010 ha. Annual occupation 
licences for pastoral land introduced. 
Registration of births, marriages and deaths 
commenced June/July. 

1843 
The Adelaide Observer newspaper founded. 
Some of the Klemzig SA people established the village of Langmeil in the Barossa Valley. 
John Ridley invented a stripper harvester. Total cultivated land 11,600 ha. Drought from 1843-4. 

1844 Total cultivated land 10,900 ha. 
Population (excl aborigines) 17,366 (census). 

http://www.ach.familyhistorysa.info/police.html
http://www.familyhistorysa.info/shipping/passengerlists.html
http://www.familyhistorysa.info/census/


	  

	  

1845 Copper discovered at Burra (mined for 32 years). 
Numerous Aboriginal children were dying of European diseases. 

1846 

Mr and Mrs Joseph Lewis settle in Cherry Gardens.   
1st hundreds proclaimed to regulate occupation of Crown Lands. 
Population (excl aborigines) 22,390 (census). 

1847 1st Barossa Valley winery established at Jacob's Creek. 
Collegiate School of St Peter founded. 

1848 Governor Henry Edward Fox Young commenced duties. 
Savings Bank of SA opened. 

1849 

Cherry Gardens Chapel built on Hicks Hill Road on land donated by 
Henry Field. 
Built by the Bible Christians and Wesleyan Methodists, this was the 
first Methodist Chapel south of Adelaide. The first Minister was Rev. 
Nathaniel Bennet. 
Central board of main roads established. 

1850 

The Wheal Maria mine was opened and later became known as the Almanda Mine. Initially copper was mined 
there but not being productive at a shallow depth work ceased. Silver was mined there until around 1887. 
Mr Caleb Lewis was the first baptism in Cherry Gardens Chapel. 
The first Post Office was opened in Cherry Gardens; before this was established residents had to walk for mail 
to Adelaide or to Glen Osmond.  
Total cultivated land in S.A. 26,200 ha. 
Livestock: 6,490 horses; 60,000 cattle; 874,200 sheep. 

1851 

John Chambers settled in Cherry Gardens settled on 1200 acres (486 ha) to run sheep.  
Legislative Council now partially elected. Education Board established. 
Major exodus began to the Victorian gold fields lasting about 4 years. 
Pastoral leases replaced annual occupation licences. 
Population (excl aborigines) 63,700 (census). 

1852 District Councils Act. 
1st escorted consignment of gold arrived overland from Victoria. 

1853 
Steam navigation of the River Murray began. 
A year of very high inflation. 
SA was Australia's major wheat producer. 

1854 Drought. 

1855 Governor Richard Graves MacDonnell commenced duties. 
Population (excl aborigines) 85,821 (census). 

1856 

Luke Broadbent died in Cherry Gardens and buried in the Church cemetery. 
Boyle Travers Finniss appointed as 1st Premier of SA. 
Constitution and Electoral Law Acts giving male adult suffrage for parliamentary elections (both houses) and 3 year 
terms. 
SA and Victoria introduce secret ballot (used since ancient Athenian times) with strict rules to prevent fraud. 
1st government telegraph line opened (Adelaide to Port Adelaide). Adelaide to Port Adelaide railway opened. 

http://www.burrahistory.info/BurraHistory.htm
http://images.slsa.sa.gov.au/mpcimg/07000/B6912_C4.htm


	  

	  

1857 1st elections (both houses of parliament). 
Adelaide to Gawler railway opened. 

1858 July: Telegraph line to Melbourne opened. 
South Australian Advertiser newspaper founded. 

1859 Copper discovered December on Wallaroo Run near Kadina. 
The rabbit is introduced into Australia 

1860 

First government school in Cherry Gardens. Mr 
William Donnell opened the school following the 
departure of Mr John Ferry who taught at the school 
for a short time. Prior to this a private school was 
conducted by Mrs Neiman at her home 
1st reservoir completed (Thorndon Park). 
There are now 160 Hotels and 143 Churches in S.A. 

1861 

Friendly Society, 'Morning Star" Tent No. 6, Independent Order of Rechabites established in Cherry Gardens. 
Western boundary of SA changed from 132°E to 129°E, increasing the total area from 802,511 to 1,043,514 km². 
SA Gas Company Act. Copper discovered at Moonta.  
Propertied women given the right to vote at municipal elections. 
Population (excl aborigines) 126,830 (census). 

1862 First marriage in Cherry Gardens Chapel between Mary Ann Lewis and John Bails. 
John McDouall Stuart crossed Australia from south to north. Many land marks are named after the Chambers family. 

1863 Northern Territory annexed by SA. 
Gas works established at Brompton. 

1865 Drought 1864-6. 
Goyder's Line of Rainfall delineated. 

1866 

The tailings at the Almanda mine site were examined and while it was confirmed that it was poor in copper it 
was rich in silver. Samples were yielding 25ozs to 75ozs per ton of ore. Recorded that there is a Silver/lead mine 
2.5 miles from the centre of Cherry Gardens called the Cummanilla Mine and 3 miles east are the Almanda 
mines. 
First records of a postal service to Cherry Gardens. J. Broadbent ran a daily mail service. 
209 deaths from typhoid fever in the state. 
Population (excl aborigines) 163,452 (census). 

1868 A mineral claim was taken out for the site of the Almanda mine and 4 tons of ore were crushed and yielded 
25ozs of silver per ton. Later using Amalgamating Pans and some 6,000ozs of silver were produced.  

1870 
Fresh Assays were made around the mine site and yielded from 57ozs to 66ozs of silver per ton and around 5% 
copper. At a depth of 16 fathoms in the engine shaft the lode hardened to contain barytes, quartz and silver ore 
and arsenic.  

1872 
It was about this time that the first Cherry Gardens cricket team was formed. According to Maria Jacobs it was 
one of the best things socially that happened in the district for the men. Cricket was played at an oval that was 
located around the corner of what is now Orchard Road and Brumby Road. 

1877 

The engine shaft at Almanda Mine was dug to a depth of 21 fathoms and assays from the stone raised yielded 
silver from 88ozs to 163ozs per ton, a small amount of gold and 7.5% copper. Further tunnels were dug and one 
known as Ey’s tunnel was dug to a depth of 76 fathoms but was flooded and the pumps could not cope. Further 
digging took place up until 1887 when the mine was closed down due to the low yields and low price of 
silver.The workings consisted of 2 shafts of 21 fathoms and 16 fathoms and a winze in Ey’s tunnel sunk to a 
depth of 76 fathoms. There are also 2 tunnels of 40 fathoms and 20 fathoms each, a Dam, various buildings, a 
furnace, 2 large Cornish boilers and a horizontal engine. 



	  

	  

 
 

   
     Sketch of Almanda Mine 

1882 

Mr and Mrs Mackereth of Scott Creek were 
buried in the new Cherry Gardens 
Cemetery. They were the first to be buried in 
this new cemetery. 
 



	  

	  

1887 A shaft was sunk around 13 fathoms (78 feet) and the ore raised yielded around 28 ozs of silver per ton and a 
good % of lead. This mine was named the Cummanilla Mine. 

1889 Near Mt Malvern a shallow shaft was dug to a depth of 17 feet and the ore raised yielded around 28 ozs per ton. 
This was the Cherry Gardens Mine.  

1894 

Isaac Jacobs is the last person buried in the Church Cemetery. He was one of the 
original settlers of Cherry Gardens and raised a large family in a cottage 
built at the end of what is now Jacobs Road. 
  

1894 

The Rechabite Hall is built on Hicks 
Hill Road. 

             

1906 

A Salvation Army Hall is built on Cherry Gardens Road   

 

1911 

The first Public telephone in Cherry Gardens is installed at the Post Office. It costs tuppence to make a call. 
 

 

1915 

Australia joins the war effort and lands at Gallipoli. There are 2 local Cherry Gardens men that serve at 
Gallipoli and a nurse, Anne Donnell is one of the first nurses to enlist and is based on the island of Lemos where 
the wounded from Gallipoli are taken. In the end there are a total of 39 local Cherry Gardens men that enlist 
and serve during WWI. This has a tremendous effect on the district as nearly all able men are away from the 
district until 1919. 13 men from the district paid the ultimate sacrifice. The 3 Choat brothers joined together 
and were in the 43rd Battalion that fought in the first battle in France being at Fromelles. Archie and Raymond 
were killed during this battle and Wesley was taken prisoner by the Germans.   
 



	  

	  

     
         Roll of Honour in Church   Updated replica Roll of Honour in Hall 

1923 
October 13th. The Soldiers Memorial Park was established and planted with a Golden Cypress tree in memory 
of each fallen soldier from Cherry Gardens during World War I. The land was donated by Henry Jacobs in 
1920. Opened by Hon G. R. Laffer, M.P.  Over the years other trees were planted in the park by locals. 

1928 

Old Gold was a Dehaviland DH6I aircraft flying regularly 
between Parafield and Renmark. In July while on route to 
Parafield it ran out of petrol and had to undertake an 
emergency landing in Cherry Gardens. It landed safely and 
all passengers were unloaded and bused into Adelaide. Old 
Gold was gassed up and took off safely the next day but 
created quite a buzz in Cherry. The pilot suggested that a fuel 
gauge would be a good idea to fit but was told that it was not 
necessary as the aircraft gave plenty of warning when getting 
low on fuel! 

1930 

On December 10th a Back to Scott Creek celebration was held. The celebration was held on the recreation 
reserve "amidst beautiful surroundings and in ideal weather". The celebrations were arranged by an 
enthusiastic committee to raise funds in aid of the Soldiers' Memorial Hall. Among the visitors were many early 
settlers in the district. A sports programme was arranged and results were:  

• 100 yards flat race for men - G. Reid, G. Baulderstone. 
• Boys under 10 - M. Marker, R. Reid. 
• Girls under 14 - G. Mackrith [sic], J. Mason 
• Apple eating on string - L. Baulderstone, A. Slater 
• 200 yards hurdle - G. Reid, C. Masters. 
• Slow bicycle race - A. Bowen, E, Matthews 
• Old buffers' race - B. Wickham, A Oliver. 
• Sack race - B. Slater, N. Rickaby. 
• Scott's Creek Sheffield - L. Holland, G. Reid. 
• Married Ladies Race - Mrs Mortimer, Mrs Williams. 
• 400 yards handicap - R. Wickham, A. Mortimer. 
• Draught horse trot - J. Lewis 
• Draught horse gallop - J. Lewis  

A Queen of the Ball competition was held, the competitors being Misses Dorothy Arch (queen of old time 
dancing) and Martha Nelson (queen of modern dancing). Miss Arch was declared the winner and crowned by 
the chairman of the Stirling District Council, Mr W. Nicholls. 

1934 In December the Emergency Fire Service is formed in Cherry Gardens. It is one of the first to be formed in 
South Australia. At the request of the local branch of the Agricultural Bureau the meeting was called to see if 



	  

	  

some arrangements could be made within the district to combat the bushfire danger in our district and it was 
decided to form a local Fire Control Committee. The meeting was well attended and it appears that the Scott 
Creek district had already had a similar meeting where they formed a committee and advised the Cherry 
Gardens locals on what they had done. Present at this first meeting were: 
Mr. C. Hill of Scotts Creek (acting President) 
Mr. Hy Jacobs, Mr K Jacobs 
B. B. Ternan 
Chas Morgan, M. Morgan 
A. Coates 
S. Brealey 
J. M. Lewis, K. Lewis 
C. Stone, J. L. Stone, R. A. Stone, A. R. Stone (acting Hon Secretary)  
F. L. Terrell 
F. Brumby 
E. E. Strange 
F. Matthews 
J. J. Ricks 

1935 

On April 25th (ANZAC Day) a Cross of 
Remembrance was erected in the Cherry Gardens 
Soldiers Memorial Park.  
On July 13th a Flag pole was also erected at the 
Memorial Park. 

1936 

Centenary Year celebrations were held in Cherry Gardens. A group photo was taken out the back of the 
Cherry Gardens School. 
 

 
 
The Ladies Church Guild was formed. 
 

   



	  

	  

1939 

World War II was declared. 17 Cherry Gardens locals joined 
the services with 2 of them paying the ultimate sacrifice. 
Cherry Gardens was still quite a poor district yet everyone got 
involved with the war effort and did their bit. The kids got 
involved by recycling and raising money. 

 

1950 

A local branch of the Country Womens Association was formed. 
 
A block of land on the corner of Cherry Gardens Road and Ackland Hill Road was acquired in order to 
establish a Recreation Ground. Cricket and Tennis had been played for many years prior to WWII on private 
land owned by A. F. Lloyd on the corner of Orchard Road and Brumby Road and cricket was also played on 
the Chapman property on Ackland Hill road. The Rec ground was jointly owned by the residents of Cherry 
Gardens and Ironbank. The land was cleared by locals and then soil from a residents DAM was used to level 
the block and then prepare the oval for the Cricket teams. A tennis court was also prepared and netball was 
played there later as well. 

1951 Electricty is connected to the district and over the next 2 years all houses get connected.  
 

1953 

Following the end of the war the district decided to build a new Hall as a Memorial to those who served. The 
Rechabites Hall which had served the community since 1894 was falling into disrepair and was now too small 
for the community. By 1953 they had enough money saved for the building to start. 
 

1956 

The Memorial Hall was opened 
by The Hon. Thomas Playford 
the then Premier of South 
Australia.  
A builder was commissioned to 
build the Hall however the whole 
district contributed labour and 
materials where possible. 
 
Cherry Gardens Road was 
upgraded and the council 
commenced sealing it. 

1960 The sealing of Cherry Gardens Road is completed. 

1964 

A passenger plane flying from Mt Gambier to Adelaide crashed into the scrub just north of Acklands Hill road 
near Ironbank. All those aboard were killed. Locals were called upon to help find the crash site and confirm 
whether anyone survived. 
 

1966 
Mains Water comes to Cherry Gardens. A pipeline is run through the district and a water tank is built between 
Cherry Gardens and Ironbank to supply water to the residents.  
 

1970 The Cherry Gardens School was closed.  



	  

	  

   

 
 
 

 

1971 

The Cherry Gardens Table Tennis Club was formed as part of the Uniting Church group. 
 

 

1973 
The Cherry Gardens Agricultural Bureau Branch closed. Declining membership and the subdivision of land 
in the district meant that very few farmers earnt a living from the land any more. The district was changing 
from a purely farming district to a residential one. 

1974 The private bus service that catered for students and workers ceased operation through the district 

1979 The Cherry Gardens Post Office closed 

1984 The new Cherry Gardens Country Fire Service station was opened. 

 


