
 
 

 

CFS FIRE DANGER RATING SYSTEM 
 

 
Colour coding is as follows: 

Moderate – Green 

High- yellow 

Extreme- Amber 

Catastrophic- Red 
 

Changes were made last year to the fire danger rating 

system which is worth reviewing as this bushfire season 

approaches. This system takes a national approach and 

sought to simplify the current different systems used in 

Australia, some of which were more than half a century 

old. 

The updated fire danger rating will have four levels 

instead of six. 

The system will use the current best science to inform the 

fire danger rating on any given day. 

Signs across the country will be uniform. 

This provides the community with clearer and more 

consistent messaging about the fire danger in their area 

on any given day and makes it easier for firefighters to 

understand how a fire might behave if one breaks out. 

The Fire Danger Rating is an indicator of how dangerous 

a bushfire could be if it did occur. It is not a predictor of 

how likely a bushfire is to occur. It should be used as an 

early indicator to trigger your plans. The new system and 

signage are shown in the column on the left.  

 

FIRE MANAGEMENT 2023/2024 
 

The fire danger season in the Mount Lofty Ranges and 

Adelaide Metropolitan Fire District areas commenced on 

14th November 2023 and will run until 30 April 2024.  

A reminder to all residents that it is illegal (and 

dangerous) to let of fireworks anywhere in the Adelaide 

Hills. Only accredited businesses with the correct permits 

can purchase and let off fireworks and not during the fire 

danger season. The risk to livestock and animals as well 

as potentially starting a bushfire is high. You may be 

prosecuted. 

During the fire danger season burning in the open 

(vegetation pile burning) is not permitted. 

https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Services/Permits/Fire

-Management-fire-danger-season for more information. 
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Articles for Cherry Chatter must be received by 

email to  cherrychatternews@gmail.com by 5th of 

each month – WITHOUT EXCEPTION. Please 

provide in a WORD document (no spacing format) 

and attached .JPG picture files to assist us with 

editing. 

Letters to the editor can be submitted via our email 

address below. 

 

2023 CHERRY CHATTER COMMITTEE 
 

Chair  Don Watton 

Deputy Chair Kerry Hughes 

Editorial Team Don Watton, Vicki Kirss, Emmanuelle 

Harrington 

Secretary Bev Watton 

Treasurer/Ads Marg Macks pmcmacks@bigpond.net.au 

Newsletter Vicki Kirss 0412 364 180 

Committee Bill Semple, Julie Martin, Edie Brooks, Bec 

Wilson, Mel Williams, Kerry Holtham & 

Wayne Venables 

Address: 409 Cherry Gardens Rd, Cherry Gardens SA 5157 

Website: www.cherrychatter.org.au 

Email address: cherrychatternews@gmail.com  

 

PLEASE  TAKE  NOTE: 
 
Opinions and articles printed in the Cherry Chatter are 

not necessarily shared by the members of the Cherry 

Chatter Committee. 

NOTE – The Cherry Chatter Committee will not approve 

any controversial article for publishing unless the name 

and address of the author is supplied. 

 

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook    

https://www.facebook.com/92CherryChatter  

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

The next Cherry Chatter committee meeting will be held 

at 7.30pm on Wednesday the 6th of December at the home 

of Julie Martin. For more information, please contact a 

committee member. 

 

CHERRY GARDENS RAINFALL 

OCTOBER  
 

Rainfall for October 2023             38.4 mm 

Rainfall for October 2022             91.4 

Average rainfall for October                    71.7 

 

Rainfall to the end of October    2023     827.1 

Rainfall to the end of October 2022        870.0 

Average rainfall to the end October       831.4 

               

 Number days of rain for October     2023   12   

 Number days of rain for October     2022   16 

 
 

CHERRY GARDENS MEMORIAL HALL 
 

 
 

HAPPY HOUR DATES 

Just a reminder of the monthly Happy Hour at the Hall, 

on the last Sunday of each month.  

Our last Happy Hour for this year will be on November 

26th, and we will kick off again in 2024 on January 28th, 

then on February 25th. 

 

LED LIGHTING 

At the time of writing, we had hoped to have the fluro 

lighting in the main hall replaced with LED lights. The 

quote was within our resources, however when the time 

came for the changeover there was concern that the floor 

might not support the scissor lift required to reach the 

ceiling. The scissor lift weighed 1.5 tonnes, and our floor 

is jarrah boards over support walls, no slabs back then. 

The installer, wisely, decided against putting the scissor 

lift into the hall, and we are awaiting another option. Very 

long ladders or scaffolding are the options being 

considered. Hopefully we can give you good news next 

edition. 

 

Why not “Like Us” on Facebook to keep up to 

date with coming events 

www.facebook.com/cherrygardens/ 
 

 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
 

Cherry Gardens:  Michael (Mike) Deare  

   Mobile TEXT ONLY on 0458 642 321 

Coromandel East: Baldev Singh Dhaliwal – Ph 82707267 

        Mob 0411 113 331 

       Mrs Vicki Hayman Ph 0405 015 411 

Blackwood:   Darren of Kruse Legal Ph 82781779 

    JP Services are available Mon–Fri 9-5 
 

JP’s work at no charge, so please CALL FIRST to 

book an appointment. 
 

 
 

From Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre 

Since the start of spring, we have admitted 49 Bobtail 

Lizards after dog attacks.  

These gentle, slow little reptiles - who are at the height of 

their breeding season - are being admitted with fractured 

skulls, jaws and ribs, spinal, ocular and internal injuries 

mailto:cherrychatternews@gmail.com
mailto:pmcmacks@bigpond.net.au
http://www.cherrychatter.org.au/
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and serious puncture wounds penetrating right into their 

coeloms or body cavities. Of the 49, 23 had to be 

euthanised on compassionate grounds and 5 died on the 

treatment table while we were admitting them. 

In one case, a healthy female was brought in for her own 

protection, not long after her badly bitten mate had 

arrived. She returned home alone.  

The bobtail below is one of the 'luckier' ones. He came in 

with painful fractured ribs and multiple puncture 

wounds, but he has a reasonable chance of recovery and 

is finally starting to eat his food. 

 

 
 

 
 

The survival rate for dog-attacked bobtails is only 40-50%. 

Many dog owners are distressed when they bring these 

injured animals in and we really appreciate their quick 

action and interest in adapting their backyards to protect 

wildlife, but we are also sad to see that some people 

regard these attacks as inevitable. 

Please help us keep bobtails safe: 

       please teach your dog to leave wildlife alone - 

regardless of its age 

       reinforce good recall with clicks or treats 

       use a leash when walking dogs near wildlife habitat 

       keep dogs out of national parks or risk a $2000 fine 

       use barriers, prickly dense natives and terracotta 

pipes in your yard, to provide safe areas for wildlife 

       keep pet food inside to avoid tempting wildlife into 

contact with pets 

       consider snake avoidance training to keep both your 

dog and reptiles safe (there is some anecdotal evidence 

that this can be an effective deterrent for bobtails, in some 

cases, although not all) 

If you do find a bobtail lizard or for that matter any lizard 

that has been bitten by a dog or cat or injured in any way 

please bring it straight into care, (such as Minton Farm) 

so we can provide pain relief as soon as possible. 

 

 
We can offer advice with all wildlife enquires and provide 

support for you. Call Bev on 0422 938 439 or Glenn on 

8270 1169. Happy to assist where we can. 

www.mintonfarm.org 

You can follow us on our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/mintonfarmanimalrescuecen

tre 

 

CHERRY CHURCH 
 

Cherry Gardens 

Uniting Church 

87 Hicks Hill Road, 

Cherry Gardens 

Services held on 

Sundays at 9.30 am – 

all are welcome. 

 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Around this time of the year, there are a few events on the 

American calendar that we have become familiar with 

over the years. One of them is the American 

‘Thanksgiving’. On the 4th Thursday of November each 

year, Americans celebrate ‘Thanksgiving’. Perhaps you 

have seen reference to this in US movies or TV series. On 

this important date for celebrating with family, they give 

thanks for the provision of the harvest, and for blessings 

received throughout the year. In its origins, this would 

have been a time to give thanks to God specifically for his 

provision. These days, no doubt many still do give their 

thanks to God, but many are thankful in a more general 

sense.  

Harvest celebrations go back thousands of years. We read 

in the Bible that approx. 3,500 years ago the ‘Feast of 

Tabernacles’ was instituted, in which the Hebrew people 

were called to give thanks to God for his provision of the 

harvest, and for his provision in so many ways 

throughout the year.  

 

In a novel I read recently, a teacher asked her class (of 

quite difficult students) to write a list of all the things they 

were grateful for. As she asked around the class, one 

student said, ‘My list has got nothing in it!’ [1] It’s only a 

http://www.mintonfarm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mintonfarmanimalrescuecentre
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novel, but how sad it is when we meet someone who has 

nothing that he/she is grateful for, who sees nothing to be 

thankful for! Gratitude does not come automatically: 

some people nurture it; some people seem to choose to 

suppress and destroy it. Thanks, involves:  

i. being grateful for something, as a thing received; 

and then,  

ii. ii. knowing to whom to be thankful, knowing the 

source of what one is grateful for. 

 

If you were asked for a list of all the things, you’re grateful 

for, hopefully you would not be like that student in the 

novel. We have much to give thanks for: family, friends; 

the creation in which we live, the fact that the sun rises 

every day; enriching life experiences including 

achievements in a profession, travel, sport, hobbies; 

people who have made our life better (past and present), 

times when we have been supported by friends, times 

when we have been able to support others; pleasant 

memories; challenges faced and met; and much more. Of 

course, we know well that times can be tough, 

unpleasant, even life-shattering. But still, in spite of those 

times, even through such times, hopefully we have yet 

much for which to be thankful. 

 

As an aside: while we in Australia have not generally 

adopted the US ‘Thanksgiving’ tradition, we have in the 

last few years taken enthusiastically to the US ‘Black 

Friday’, with its huge in-store and on-line sales! What 

does that say about us, and about what we as a country 

value?!?  

 

May I encourage you to take time to pause and to think 

about all the things for which you have reason to be 

grateful. Perhaps, as well as being grateful in a general 

sense, you may choose to say thank you to God for all that 

he has provided for you. 

 

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 

forever.’ (Psalm 106: 1) 

 
[1] Alexander McCall Smith, A Time of Love and Tartan. 

(Anchor Books)  

 

As we look forward to celebrating Christmas, the 

members of the Cherry Gardens Uniting Church invite 

you to the following events: 

 

Cherry Gardens Community Carols  

A free event presented by Cherry Gardens Uniting 

Church at the Memorial Hall, Cherry Gardens Road, 

Cherry Gardens, 

Tuesday December 19th, 7 pm, 

followed by supper provided by the church. 

 

Christmas Day Worship Service 

Cherry Gardens Uniting Church, 87 Hicks Hill 

Road, 9.30 am. 
 

 
 

CHERRY GARDENS CFS 
 
If you would like more 

information or a visit to the 

station, please contact the Duty 

Officer on 0438 228 284. 

 

Another year 

has passed 

very quickly and the Brigade has 

successfully dealt with all the 

challenges that it faced. It was another 

relatively quiet twelve months from a 

firefighter’s perspective but our 

dedicated Comms team worked hard 

all year supporting the wider Sturt 

Group. We put into service our new 

CHERRY GARDENS 44 appliance, 

and it has proven to be a big step up 



from both an operational and safety point of view. 

 

This year we have also trained and updated our skills as 

lessons are learned around the state as the CFS 

organization continuously improves. We have had 

people step up to different leadership roles within the 

brigade; this provides some great development 

opportunities and is working well.  Our membership has 

reduced over the year, so we are very keen to recruit – if 

anyone is thinking of joining, now is the time! 

 

Thank you for all the support this year Cherry Gardens is 

a great community. Special thanks go to the Cherry 

Chatter who is always ready to help us if needed and all 

those who donate cans and bottles. The recycling really 

makes a difference – we have again been able to fund 

improvements to our equipment and resources.  This year 

we have purchased some chainsaw sharpening 

equipment and numerous small battery powered lights 

for working at night – they are fantastic! You support is 

really appreciated. 

 

By all accounts, we may face some challenges locally this 

fire season. We are as ready as we can be, but we also 

need your help – please maintain your properties, check 

you plans and look out for each other. 

 

We hope everyone has a happy and safe Christmas with 

family and friends. As always, if needed the Brigade will 

be around to assist - just call 000. 

 See you all next year! 

 

THE ADVERTISER NEWSPAPER REPORT 

EDEN HILLS BLAZE 
 

People setting off fireworks is suspected to have started a 

grass fire at Eden Hills on Thursday night, October 19th, 

2023 that caused panic and nearby residents to be 

evacuated. Police are now investigating after emergency 

services including the CFS and Metropolitan Fire Service 

were called to Shepherds Hill Recreation Park about 

11.20pm after reports of a grass fire. The cause of the fire 

is yet to be determined, however witnesses reported 

seeing fireworks being set off before the blaze started. 

 

 
The CFS fights the fire at Eden Hills which police are now 

investigating. 

 

 

 
The fire at Eden Hills is believed to have been started by fireworks. 

 

Fire crews managed to bring the fire under control 

quickly and saved nearby properties from being 

damaged. Residents from nearby Springwood Close were 

evacuated for their safety, and there were no reports of 

injuries. Crime Scene Investigators will attend the scene 

on Friday morning. 

With bushfire season set to begin across most parts of the 

state, police are urging to be vigilant to the danger posed 

by bushfires, and report any suspicious activity in fire 

danger areas, to the police. 

 

 
www.blackwoodgolf.com.au 

 

Get into Golf at Blackwood 
 

 
 

For more information, please contact the office on 8388 

2313. Blackwood Golf Club is open daily for lunch 

between 12.00 – 2.00pm and very much welcomes 

visitors.  Bookings are recommended. 

http://www.blackwoodgolf.com.au/


CHERRY GARDENS GARDEN CLUB 
 

Garden Club Nights are held on the 

second Monday of each month (except 

Public Holidays) from February to 

November, at the Uniting Church Hall, 

Hicks Hill Road, Cherry Gardens at 

7.30 pm. Visitors welcome. 

 

President - Darryl Parslow 0408 847 293 

djparslow@bigpond.com 

Secretary - Jan Ball 0432550274 

 

Cherry Gardens Garden Club 9th October, 2023 

 

A really informative and practical presentation by Lynn 

Collins of the Fern society, on repotting ferns was our 

enjoyable topic this month. 

 

She broached many of the myths and pitfalls when 

growing ferns, especially maidenhair ferns. The ‘rules’ 

are the bane of many peoples’ lives.  They need 75% shade 

against a wall with shelter from wind especially North 

winds.  They prefer morning sun, free draining soil, with 

some Osmocote and mixed with bark, when repotting. 

She brought along a hare’s foot fern to repot so that we 

could learn how to do it. Lynn brought a basket and a coir 

lining. They are actually epiphytes and need little soil and 

Bark mulch. Orchid bark is really good. Large bark is 

better than fine. 

 

Their “Feet’ should protrude and may “climb” over the 

edge of the basket.  If there is too much dirt they can 

”suffocate”. 

 

Use liquid fish emulsion fertilizer half strength – Never, 

ever fertilize a fern on a hot day, or if the soil is dry.  A 

little dishwashing liquid and water make a good soil 

wetter. Fertilize three times every summer. Ferns should 

never have wet feet. Sometimes they may completely lose 

their leaves, don’t give up on them they will probably 

come back.  For humidity put a plastic bag over the top of 

a dead looking plant. Never throw a fern away, they often 

come back. Some maiden hair ferns are endemic to 

Australia and New Zealand. Only go up one size when 

repotting. Use any fern potting soil for Hare’s foot mulch. 

For Maiden hair add some mulch.  

 

Every attendee brought a gift for the lucky dip table and 

could choose one when their ticket number was called.  

The posy competition was won by Jan Wissell’s unusual 

herb posy. 

 

GEORGE’S GARDENING SUGGESTIONS for 

December 2023 

  

Have you thought about a living Christmas tree? They 

can be a better alternative to artificial or cut trees as you 

can use them year after year and enjoy watching them 

grow.  

The only downside is that you will not be able to keep 

them inside for an extended period and when returning 

them outside they will need a shady spot for a few days. 

Woolly Bush is a favourite of mine but many in the 

Cypressus family or a Wollemi Pine would be suitable. 

• Fruit trees need a good deep soaking on a regular 

basis to ensure they produce a good harvest. Protect 

your fruit with bird netting strung over some poly 

pipe and held down at the base with some bricks. The 

finer mesh is best as it is less of a problem with 

wildlife becoming entangled. 

• Regular watering of tomatoes will go a long way to 

avoid blossom end rot, which makes the fruit 

unsightly. Sulphate of potash at planting will also 

help avoid the problem. 

• Stressed plants are the ones usually vulnerable to 

attack from sap sucking pests such as mites and scale. 

Keep plants healthy but avoid over-fertilising. 

• Continue planting sweetcorn, cucumber, beans and 

tomatoes as they cope well with the heat if they are 

planted into well prepared soil and mulched well. 

• Keep your compost heap moist to speed up the 

breakdown of material and turn it regularly. 

• Zinnias love the hot weather and provide a riot of 

colour. 

• Petunias, phlox, and verbenas are favourites for 

summer planting. 

 

OVER THE STABLE DOOR  

with Hamish 
 

Greetings Fellow Equines and 

Horse Owners! 

 

Getting into summer weather 

now, with some dry months 

ahead according to the 

forecasters. Hopefully fire plans 

are all in place by now. 

 

The hay season began early this year and for a pleasant 

change, very minimal amounts of rain. It’s always such a 

stressful time, this hay cutting business. Whether you 

have to buy hay in or grow your own, the timing of the 

cutting, raking, baling and shedding can make the 

difference between a successful year or the complete 

opposite. A reliable and knowledgeable hay man is 

essential, and as many may have discovered in recent 

years, these important people have become thin on the 

ground. If buying in, it certainly pays to shop around, 

chat to neighbours, friends and your local feed merchant. 

Word of mouth is often a good way to go (but not 

always!). There are many varieties of hay on the market 

too. Hay suitable for cows is probably not good for horses 

but can work the other way round. If dealing with a 

producer for the first time, see if it is possible to purchase 

a test bale. Hay which has been baled too early in the day 

may have some dampness inside the bale, so check that 

there is no heat or dampness. This can be potentially fatal 

mailto:djparslow@bigpond.com


for horses not to mention the risk of spontaneous 

combustion in the shed. Good hay should look clean, 

shiny (not dull or dusty) and should taste sweetly nutty. 

The bale should separate easily into batts and should be a 

good weight. If shedded in cool, dry conditions, most hay 

will keep for 3 years. The food value will be reduced, but 

if you are feeding ‘fatties’, then this is not necessarily a 

bad thing! 

 

Surplus hay can be sold as suitable for cows, used as 

mulch or on slopey terrain as an erosion deterrent.  

 

If your hay is still too ‘good’ for your horse, then putting 

it in a hay net and soaking for an hour or so will reduce 

the sugar content. Drain for another hour or so, then feed 

soon after. Don’t delay, as the dampness can encourage 

bacteria to develop. 

 

Another point to keep in mind is when introducing any 

new feed, to do so gradually over at least a week. Some 

horses can be quite fussy eaters and may take that long to 

become accustomed to a new hay. Horses have evolved 

to be very adaptable, but they need time to adapt. 

Paying attention to horse habits, whether it is eating or 

behavioral is part of being a competent horse owner and 

guardian. 

 

Although we can’t speak ‘human’ we can let our owners 

know when we like or don’t like something. So we rely 

on our owners to observe us and read our body language. 

Personally, I am a very easy going fellow, so I don’t show 

much. My owners need to be very observant to discover 

if I am not happy. 

 

Happy I am just now into my twenty first year! Safe 

eating and riding everyone! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

 
 

 
On a perfect spring morning in October, we had a good 

sized group of Friends and locals meet for our annual 

spring wander in the park. We have called it a “wander” 

to reflect its relatively slow pace, as we stop regularly to 

look at and discuss the wildflowers and wildlife, or some 

aspect regarding the interactions between them that has 

been noticed.  

After heading up Bandicoot Track from Scott Creek Road, 

we wandered along Currawong Ridge Track up to Tom’s 

Outlook for morning tea. People slowly headed back at 

their leisure, while others stayed a bit longer, taking in the 

views and taking photos of tiny plants and insects. 

It has been mentioned several times recently, that since 

the January 2021 fire that swept through two thirds of the 

park, as volunteers we have found it very challenging to 

keep on top of the rapid and continuing growth of fire 

responsive weeds.  

It would not have been possible to achieve the 

management of these weeds without the assistance of 

skilled bush care contractors, who undertake much of the 

work on larger infestations and in less accessible areas, 

thanks to funding received from a number of different 

sources. 

In particular, I would like to acknowledge the funding we 

have received from National Parks and Wildlife Service 

through the Friends of Parks Inc., from Green Adelaide 

and from Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu. There have also 

been substantial donations that have been made to our 

group, to support our on-going work, both from before 

and since the fire. 

Anyone wanting to learn more about what we do and 

how you can help us with our restoration work, or simply 

wanting more information about the Friends of Scott 

Creek CP, can contact us on 

info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au or visit our website 

www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au. You can also follow 

us on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/friendsofscottcreekcp where you 

will find up to date information about our activities, 

including photos of the park’s diverse flora and fauna. 

December 

Sat, Sun 2, 3 Bird banding 

Tue 5 Bushcare 

Sun 10 Bushcare 

Sat 16, 17 Bird banding 

Sat 23 Bushcare 

 

There was lots of stopping and talking at our spring wander in the 

park. 

mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
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A Blue-spotted Cloak-and-dagger Bee or Chequered Cuckoo Bee, 

asleep on a Black Rapier-sedge, seen during the spring wander. 

 

ONKAPARINGA COUNCIL 

GEOFF EATON 
 

Local Government Elections Review 

The State Government have recently announced the Local 

Government Participation and Elections Review (The 

Review) being conducted by the Office of Local 

Government.  The Review will focus on local government 

participation and elections, including: 

Improving people’s engagement with councils 

Increasing the number and diversity of council members 

Increasing voter turnout 

Ensuring council elections are run efficiently, with the 

highest level of integrity. 

 

Christmas in Onkaparinga 

Christmas is approaching and Santa is gearing up for his 

annual Onkaparinga visit.  You can experience the magic 

of Christmas at Christies Beach as the 2023 Onkaparinga 

Christmas Pageant descends on Beach Road, and 

Christmas in the Park returns to Rotary Park.   Join us for 

an unforgettable experience where festive celebrations 

and cherished traditions bring together the community to 

celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season.  

 

If you would like to make Christmas special for children 

living in Onkaparinga, you can donate to the 

Onkaparinga Christmas Tree.  Unwrapped gifts for 0–18-

year-olds can be donated from 6 November to 8 

December at our Noarlunga Council Office, Aldinga 

Library, Aberfoyle Hub Library or Woodcroft 

Community Centre.  Gifts will be distributed to children 

with the assistance of Southern Adelaide Domestic 

Violence Service, Anglicare Outer Southern Hub, 

Christian Care and Support Centre Aldinga Beach, 

Salvation Army Morphett Vale. 

 

Probus Club Flagstaff Hill 

I had the pleasure of attending the Annual General 

Meeting for the Probus Club of Flagstaff Hill on behalf of 

Mayor Moira Were and have been asked by them to 

include the detail below in my monthly newsletter. 

Probus South Pacific Limited and Black Dog Ride (BDR) 

are partnering to promote the health benefits of staying 

socially connected to Australia’s 4.3 million retirees.  

Recent results from a representative Australian sample 

found 46% of Australians aged 65 or above felt they 

lacked companionship at least some time, and with rates 

of emotional loneliness highest in Australians aged 75 or 

above, Probus and BDR’s partnership could not have 

come at a better time.  

 

The pandemic is still being felt, with social isolation 

gripping some older Australians, leading to loneliness, 

depression and declining physical health. Probus is more 

important than ever with evidence indicating retirees 

who remain social through group activities improve their 

overall well-being.  

 

Probus and BDR are uniting to spread the word on the 

psychological and mental health benefits social 

connectedness brings. This partnership will raise 

awareness and encourage older Australians to join 

Probus, a social group helping older Australians make 

new friends and stay active and engaged in their local 

communities.  

 

Probus offers a wide range of activities including outings, 

trips and interest groups, encouraging members to 

become and stay engaged. Clubs meet monthly and host 

a variety of guest speakers to interest, educate and 

fascinate.  

 

For further information about the Probus Club of 

Flagstaff Hill, contact Club President Darrell Wise on 

0431087027 or make contact via The Club’s website 

http://probusclubflagsta􏰃ill.com.au/  

 

Parliamentary Urban Forest Enquiry 

The recent Parliamentary Inquiry into the Urban Forest 

by the Environment, Resources & Development 

Committee (ERDC) has released an Interim Report with a 

number of early recommendations, responding to the 

community call for urgent action for the protection of the 

urban tree canopy.  The interim recommendations 

include: 

improving tree protections through changes to 

legislation. 

increasing fees and penalties for tree removal. 

a new ‘Urban Forest Fund’ to increase spend on unban 

canopy renewal. 

measures to increase community-based programs for tree 

planting. 

 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this article are my own and do not 

necessarily reflect those of Council. 

Geoff Eaton, Councillor 

Thalassa Ward, City of Onkaparinga 

Email: geoff.eaton@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au 

Mobile: 0416 637 351 
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CRICKET 
 

Cricket season is well underway, and it’s been an 

incredibly positive start. We’ve got players coming out of 

our ears with over 50 Senior players signing up and the 

new nets have clearly had an impact as we’ve never seen 

so many people wanting to train! Our juniors are 

chugging along nicely and our Cricket Blast program for 

the little ones has been fantastic with 10 kids learning 

valuable cricketing skills on Thursday afternoons. 

 

On the field, results have also been very positive with the 

A Grade winning their first 4 games, the B’s at 3-1 and the 

C Grade with a couple of huge wins. The most pleasing 

part is the contribution from our youngsters, with 

teenagers leading the way in all those grades with big 

scores and plenty of wickets. All in all, it’s created a great 

vibe around the club and it’s only upwards from here. 

 

 

 IRONBANK CHERRY 

GARDENS FOOTBALL 

CLUB 
 

With the 2023 season behind us we 

are planning and working towards a 

new beginning in a new league. We 

have played since forming back in 1986 in the Hills 

Football League (HFL) however this season the club 

started looking at the Southern Football League (SFL) and 

in October our members voted to move to the SFL. Our 

application to transfer leagues was approved by SANFL 

and Community Football in early November so our 

future now is being a part of the strong and well managed 

Southern Football League. 

 

While the teams we play against will be changing, the key 

foundations of the club are not changing. Our home is at 

the Cherry Gardens Ironbank oval, we train there, we 

play our home games there, and our history is there. Our 

people are not changing, nor is our culture and 

community-based country feel. 

 

Our club has a strong and motivated committee that 

continue to work for the betterment and sustainability of 

the club, the people, and our place in the community. Our 

driver is to provide a family friendly club which is 

inclusive and gives everyone the opportunity to play and 

enjoy Australian Rules Football. 

 

A large & jovial group (an open bar helped!) turned up 

for our AGM on November 15th, to celebrate our official 

acceptance into the SFL. Damian McCann from the 

SANFL and Craig Warman from the SFL addressed those 

gathered about our inclusion. SFL Vice President Steve 

Greening was also in attendance as well as local 

Councillor Geoff Eaton.  

 

Furthermore, we welcomed former State of Origin, 

Glenelg & Crows Champion Chris McDermott as our 

Club Patron. Chris was not only a Champion footballer 

but a leader of people.  He was the inaugural Crows 

Captain when they entered the AFL in 1991.  These days 

he heads up the charity ‘Little Heroes’ Foundation.  We 

are delighted about this and look forward to a long and 

strong association with Chris.  Welcome Chris! 

 

 
 

The footy club committee with guests from the SANFL and SFL 

 

There was also the Election or re-Election of the following 

people to the committee: 

• Brandon Chaplin - President 

• Don Watton - Vice President 

• Bec Wilson - Secretary  

• Julia Deed - Treasurer 

• General Committee - Fern Van Loon 

• General Committee - Lauchie Knight 

 

These people join the rest of the committee for the 2024 

season. 

 

While season 2024 is still 5 months away we are starting 

early to get everything in place. Some of the key work we 

are undertaking right now includes: 

• Recruitment of players across the club, from the 

youngest kids through to the seniors including both 

male and female players. 

• Reaching out for some additional volunteers to help 

with some specific roles such as: 

o social media coordinator 

o canteen manager for home games 

o game day trainers/first aid 

o bar manager to keep stock up to date 

o member’s coordinator 

o sponsor coordinator 

o Home game event coordinator 

• Sponsorship and fund raising 

• Club membership program 

 

We are very much a community-based club and are keen 

to get more participation from our local community. If 

you are interested to get involved and participate in some 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fibcgfc.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7c6654ccc237cfecceaff5af9%26id%3D9c46b2154c%26e%3D53deed81ff&data=05%7C01%7Cdwatton%40nova-eye.com%7Cbdf02f3c104c4820292308dbe673989e%7C5439e06afd4b4dd696d5b2eabab0004d%7C0%7C0%7C638357156853164878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iSSVzFfnfgBh3Xpz5z7%2BtvlGMxNTfL%2FmMN2L0aantAc%3D&reserved=0


way with the footy club, please let us know and we can 

discuss what you might like to be involved with. 

 

If you are a business and would like to support the club 

as a sponsor, we would also love to hear from you. If you 

would like to support the club, plan to come along to 

some home games next season and we would always 

welcome locals as members of the club. 

 

You can contact Don on 0417865044 for more information 

on anything to do with the club. 

 

 
 

We are also very keen to hear from any families players 

whether male of female and senior or junior that might 

like to play for our club. Contact us and we can let you 

know about our footy program. 

 

 

MONTHLY CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
 

NOVEMBER SOLUTION 

 

 
 

DECEMBER CROSSWORD 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Onkaparinga Business Award  
winners revealed! 

Congratulations to the 21 great local businesses who won awards at this year’s Onkaparinga  
Business Awards, presented at McLaren Vale's Vine Shed Venue and Cellar Door on 15 November!  

The 21 winners representing 13 suburbs 
received the most public votes in each 
of their categories from a field of more 
than 440 leading businesses from across 
Onkaparinga.  

The awards were MC'd by City of 
Onkaparinga Director of Strategy and 
Engagement, Julia Grant, and presented  
by Deputy Mayor Michael Fisher. 

Congratulations to all the winners and  
a big thank you to the community, which 
contributed more than 9100 votes! 

See who took out this year's awards: 

Fantastic Food and Drink 
Restaurants, Bakeries and Cafes 
• Larger business category: Urban Desserts 

• �Micro business category: The Macaron Bar 

Mobile Food Vendors and Food Producers 
•	� Larger business category:  

Adelaide Fresh Fruiterers 

•	� Micro business category:  
Grazy Little Things 

Wineries, Distilleries, Breweries  
and Venues 
•	 Penny Red Beer Company 

Precise Professional Services 
Financial, Legal and Real Estate 
•	 TTA Accounting Pty Ltd 

Support, Care and Cleaning 
•	� Larger business category: 

Free Mind Skate School 

•	� Micro business category:  
Southern All Clean 

Construction, Automotive and Trades 
•	� Tempo Air Conditioning 

Perfect Personal Services 
Beauty and Hair Care 
•	� Stu's Barber Shop 

Fitness and Wellness 
•	� Larger business category:  

Darlington Medical Centre 

•	� Micro business category:  
Little RADlings Crew 

Pet Grooming and Care 
•	� Pay by Paw Playhouse 

Remarkable Retail Services 
Clothing, Home Decor and Giftware 
•	� Mv2 

Floristry, Plants, Landscape and Hardware 
•	� Jungle in Willunga 

Specialised Services 
•	� The Gunnery 

Captivating Creative Services 
Marketing, Design and Media 
•	� Larger business category:  

Cabana Productions 

•	� Micro business category:  
Orange Fringe AND Toni Lee 
Administration & Marketing [tie] 

Artists, Musicians and Creators 
•	� Masterminds Studio 

Recreation and Entertainment 
•	� Fancy That On Beach Road

onkaparinganow.com
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CITY OF ONKAPARINGA

Christmas  
operating hours
Our services and availability  
will be temporarily affected  
from Friday 22 December  
to Tuesday 2 January. 

More information
For operating hours of other council  
run facilities and services visit  
onkaparingacity.com/christmas

mclarenvaleandfleurieucoast.com.au/encore

90 DAYS OF  
SUMMER VIBES

TWILIGHT MARKETS & ENTERTAINMENT
3 NOVEMBER – 22 MARCH
Rotary Park, Christies Beach

Market stalls and food vendors offer an enjoyable evening 
with a playground and grassed park to keep the kids 
entertained. Held fortnightly on Fridays 5–9pm.

SUMMER IN THE SQUARE
1 DECEMBER – 25 FEBRUARY
Willunga Town Square

Vibrant markets and twilight events showcasing local 
artists and makers. Enjoy great coffee and live music while 
watching artisans work. Saturdays 9am–1pm.

• �Twilight Markets, 5-9pm  
1 December, 12 January and 9 February  

• Art in the Square – 25 February, 9am–1pm

THE SANDBAR
1 DECEMBER – 25 FEBRUARY
Esplanade, Christies Beach

Sunsets and ocean views create the perfect backdrop for 
evening drinks with live music, and a selection of local food 
offerings to choose from. Thursday to Sundays from 12noon.

GOOD VIBES @ PORTAL 58
1 DECEMBER – 25 FEBRUARY
Nashwauk Crescent, Moana

Showcasing the south with wood-fired pizza, cheeseboards 
filled with local produce, premium wine, local beer on tap, 
good tunes and kids games. Friday to Sunday from 2pm.

PIZZATECA BEACH
15 DECEMBER – 28 JANUARY
Norman Road, Aldinga Beach

Make the most of summer at Aldinga Beach with pizza, 
drinks and gelato at Pizzateca’s licensed pop-up pizzeria 
and gelati bar. Open daily 4–11pm.

CABANA CLUB
20 DECEMBER – 28 JANUARY
The Promenade, Port Noarlunga

Enjoy the licenced outdoor bar, eatery and live entertainment 
with beachy vibes overlooking Port Noarlunga Beach. 
Open daily from 12 midday.

Donations can be dropped off at: 
• Aldinga Library   

• Aberfoyle Hub Library  
• Noarlunga Council Office   

• Woodcroft Community Centre

Gifts will be distributed with the assistance of: 
• Anglicare Outer Southern Hub   
• Salvation Army Morphett Vale 

• Southern Adelaide Domestic Violence Service  
• Christian Care and Support Centre Aldinga Beach

MMore informationore information  
onkaparingacity.com/christmas-treeonkaparingacity.com/christmas-tree

Onkaparinga 
Christmas Tree

Unwrapped  
gifts for 0–18  

year olds

Visit onkaparinganow.com for new articles added weekly and subscribe for monthly updates delivered to your inbox.
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HORSE STABLES & SHEDS 

 Extensions & Alterations. 

  Steelwork. 

  Repairs to: Roofs, Gutters, Stockyards. 

  Site - Welding. 

  Concrete Tank Roofs. 

  Carports & Verandahs. 
 

Lance Hart 
 

Phone (08) 8388-3516 /FAX (08) 8388-3716 

Mobile: 0411 551 750 
LIC NO BLD: 165324 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

David J O'Ryan 
 

Painting & Decorating 
 

 
 

Interior / Exterior Painting 
  

Paper Hanging & 
Stripping 

 

Free quotes anytime 
 

No job too big or small 
 

Phone 8278-4364 
Mobile 0415 347 329 

 

djopainting@hotmail.com 
 

Lic No BLD201369 

 

 

 
 

Commercial - Domestic - Events - Hospitality – Rural 

Plumbing  -  Gas Fitting  -  Roofing & Guttering 
 

Commercial Fit Out * Complete Bathroom Renovations * Drain Cleaning (electric & jetting) * 

Hot Water * Programmed Maintenance * Pumps 

Rain & Mains Water Replacement & Repairs * Septic & Sewer Replacement 

 

Call Brett  M: 0438 314 122  (24hrs/7days) 

Cherry Gardens Road, Cherry Gardens.       BLD 211915 / PGE 7292 
 

 

 

 

mailto:djopainting@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

CHERRY GARDENS 
MEMORIAL HALL FOR HIRE 

 

Available for hire for all Functions, 

Meetings and Social Occasions. 

Very Reasonable Rates 

For bookings and more 

information phone 0414 824 110 



 

 

 

 
 

Cherry Gardens, Ironbank and 
Upper Sturt 

 
Small Classes with Expert Tuition 

 

 
 

Transform the way you move, 

feel, and look. 
 

Stay Fit - Stay Strong - Stay Local 
 

Mobile: 0417 171 568 
melanie@coreandmore.com.au 

 

Jo Palfreyman 

Hairdressing 

 
Now working from 

Tailored Hair Design 

Waite Street, Blackwood 

Phone: 0401 865 949 
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CHERRY CHATTER ADVERTISERS 2023 

 
 

A Advertising Rates Cherry Chatter – Visit Website for current rates www.cherrychatter.org.au  

Accountant – Mobile Accountant Steve Sherrah – 0419 854 982 steve@mobileaccountant.net.au  

Auto Service & Repairs – Hissey Auto’s – Call Michael on 8388-2550 or 0417 827 428 

Automotive – Frith Automotive for all your Tyre & Battery needs - Ph: 0429 690 726 

Bookkeeping and Bas Services – Treetops -  Naomi 0411 039 200   E: naomi@treetopsbbs.com.au  

Carby Carbiology – Carby Specialist – Chris McGrath 0410 902 811 chrissmcgrath04@gmail.com  

Concreting, Bobcat,  Excavator & Tipper Hire – Moons Earthworks – 8270-8270 or 0421 376 960 

Earthmoving & Excavation – Neil Schubert – 8383-7387 

Electrical Contractors - Carling Electrical - Mobile 0404 652 862   www.carlingelectrical.com  

Equipment Hire – Blackwood Hire - 8370-2488 

Fodder, Seed & Fertiliser Supplies  - Sandersons Grain & Fodder Ph  8270-2173  

Furniture Removalists – Delco Removals – 8326-5333 

Glass – Summit Glass – 0418 842 879 E: gavin@summitglass.com.au 

Golf Club – Blackwood Golf Club – 8388-2313 www.blackwoodgolf.com.au  

Hairdresser – Jo Palfreyman – 0401 865 949 

Hall for Hire – Cherry Gardens Memorial Hall – 0414 824 110 

Landscaping Services etc. – Coromandel Landscaping – 0404 109 919 

Lawyer - Kruse Legal – Call Darren on 8278 1779  www.kruselegal.com.au Free initial, no obligation appt 

Local Councillors – See advertisement in newsletter 

Massage Therapist – Lawrence Muzzatti – 8270-1206 or 0408 011 206 

MP Federal Member for Mayo – Rebekha Sharkie MP Ph – (08) 8398-5566 

Olive Oil Sales – Adelaide Hills Harvest - 0439 890 571 bessy@adelaidehillsharvest.com.au  

Outdoor Home Improvements – Steve Bowden  - (08) 8388-2018 or 0412 392 171 

Painter & Decorator -  David J O’Ryan – 8278-4364 or 0415 347 329  djopainting@hotmail.com 

Pet Care & Pet Sitting Service – Yvette at Happy Pets - 8358-6560 or 0405 775 250 

Photography Services – PhD Photography – Paul Heck 0410 470 309  www.phdphotography.com.au  

Pilates – Core & More Pilates – Melanie Smith 0417 171 568  E: melanie@coreandmore.com.au  

Plumber  - Stephen Wood - 8388-2028 or 0419 807 229 

Plumbing – Free Flow Plumbing – 0438 314 122 

Printing – Black Cat Printing & Stationery – P 8370-3344 F 8370-2800 David@bcps.net.au  

Property Maintenance – Hills All Seasons – Phone Mark on 0433 407 853 

Real Estate – Harris Real Estate – 8278-1322 or check out individual Agents mobile numbers 

Real Estate  - Valerie Timms Ouwens Casserly – Phone 0447 312 218  valeriet@ocre.com.au   

Septic Service –  Adelaide Hills Septic – 0411 302 025  www.adelaidehillsseptic.com.au  

Stables & Sheds – Lance Hart - 8388-3516 or 0411 551 750 

Tree Removal – Tim Smiles Tree Climbing – 0423 361 704 or 7329-4426 

Tree Service – Blackwood – (08) 8278-2538 or 0419 867 724  www.blackwoodtreeservice.com.au  

Tyrepower Blackwood – (08)8370-2195 blackwood@tyrepower.com.au www.tyrepowerblackwood.com.au  

Venue Productions – (08) 8382 4112 matt@venueproductions.com.au  www.venueproductions.com.au   

Window Cleaning – Aquarius – Gary – 0438 693 104 or 8270-6038 

Yoga – Four Seasons Yoga – Megan Kuchel - 0418 807 703 or web  www.fourseasonsyoga.com.au  
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